Noncardiac thoracic surgery in children. A retrospective study.
A retrospective study of noncardiac thoracic surgery in children (age < 16 years) comprised 126 patients consecutively operated on over a 10-year period. The surgical procedures included chest-tube insertion for neonatal pneumothorax in 33 children, 12 of whom died within 5 days after birth. Primary intrathoracic disorders were treated in 55 cases, mainly congenital pulmonary malformations in the youngest and traumatic conditions in the oldest. There were no early postoperative deaths in this group, but seven children were dead at the time of follow-up. In 38 children surgery was performed for involvement of intrathoracic organs secondary to other, often malignant diseases. Eleven of these children were dead at follow-up. Noncardiac thoracic surgery is thus required for a number of reasons in children and is well tolerated, although serious primary disease can increase mortality.